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Seminar Course Regulations,
Master and Doctoral Program of the College of Environmental Studies
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I. The seminar course (hereafter named Seminar) in the College of Environmental
Studies (CES) is divided to Chinese-taught and English-taught sessions. When
number of attendants in the Chinese-taught session course exceeds loading limit,
students will be divided into sub-sessions.
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I1. Professors may attend any session and should generally avoid absences during the
semester.
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[1l. Each semester, 2-4 professors will coordinate the Chinese-taught session. One to
two professors will coordinate the English-taught session. Coordinators are
selected from all research fields within the Natural Resources and Environmental
Studies (NRES) and by Council of Academic Affairs of the CES prior to the
semester.
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IV. Students are required to attend all classes in their session. Approved absences
from class are granted for the following exceptions: sickness, field work, and
attending conferences. Students must obtain approval in advance for absences
from their advisors and, if applicable, inform class coordinator(s).
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V. In principle, students should stay in their own session throughout the semester.
Students may attend other sessions at most three times each semester. Two
things are required before attending a class in another session: approval of
advisor and submission of completed application form to class coordinator(s).
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VI. Generally, sessions will consist of presentations given by students based on a

numbered order. Students having already taken seminar will present first.
Students taking seminar the final time will present last. Starting with academic
year 104, any student withdrawing from seminar course after the mid-term will
have five points docked from their final grade for the subsequent seminar; these
students will present first. Except for their first seminar, Ph. D. students will
present in Room A114 of the Environmental Science Building; slides must be in
English; presenting in English is encouraged.
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VII. Assessment principles:
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1. Grades are determined by quallty of oral presentation, written reports, and
responses to questions from other students. Grades are docked for absences,
tardiness, missed deadlines, failure to ask questions for at least five presentations
during seminar, and failure to submit at least written comments for five
presentations.

Presentation Topics:

(1). First seminar course: a minimum of a literature review is required.

(2). Second seminar course: a minimum of a thesis or dissertation proposal is
required.

(3). Third seminar course: a minimum of preliminary thesis or dissertation results
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are required.
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2. Grade is the average of grades submitted by teachers attending the oral
presentation minus applicable deductions.
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3. Deductions:
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A. Five points are docked for each absence and for each late attendance.
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B. Five points are docked for failure to ask questions at least five seminars during
class.
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C. Five points are docked for failure to submit written comments for at least five
presentations. Comment must be submitted by 5 p.m. of the day following that
presentation.
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D. Five points are docked for failure to submit online responses to at least three
comments or questions on student’s own presentation. Deadline for uploading the
responses is 24:00 on the Monday two weeks after the student’s oral presentation.
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E. Deadline for uploading the written report is 17:00 on the Friday prior to the
student’s oral presentation. One point is docked for each hour past the deadline.
Ten points are docked if the written report is uploaded nine or more hours past the
deadline.
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F. Deadline for uploading the revised report is 24:00 on the Monday two weeks after
the student’s oral presentation. One point is docked for each hour past the deadline.
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Ten points are docked if the revised report is uploaded nine or more hours past the
deadline.
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4. Final grades are primary grades minus deductions.
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VI11.Grades from seminar are included when determining eligibility for scholarship
and honor opportunities in the College of Environmental Studies.
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IX. These Seminar Course Regulations are approved by the Council of Academic
Affairs of the College of Environmental Studies.



